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MISSION 
We are seeking to be a 

Church that loves God


and loves others by making

disciples, connecting them 

to the body, and equipping

 them to live a lifestyle of 
worship by serving God


 and others for 

Kingdom work.

BOARD 
Elders - Rick Akers, Bryan 
Herrera, Ty Kemp, Pat Leonard, 
Ken Montoya

Deacons - John Adams, Lee 
Dowen, Brian Lauritsen, Monty 
Coen, Justin Homm, Ron 
Schmidt

Trustees - Norm Arends, Ron 
Clausen, Dave Tecklenburg

STAFF 
Senior Minister - Ian Blacker

Associate Minister - Cody 
Petersen

Children’s Director - Kelsey 
Thomas

Church Clerk - DeEtte Hobden

Secretary - Luann Tecklenburg

Custodian - Jimmy Marquez

The next Blood Drive is 
Tuesday, June 15th 
from 11:30 - 4:30 in  
the Fellowship Hall.  
Call 336-5550 for an 

appointment. Walk-ins 
 are always welcome!

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

Meet on the steps of the courthouse Thursday, 


May 6th from noon to 1:00 for prayer. Alternate location

if needed is Centennial Park across from the Middle School.

Saturday, May 15th 


@7AM in the Fellowship 
Hall ~ ALL Men are 

Welcome!

*You are also welcome to come 

at 6AM to help cook!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL UPDATE 
Summer is quickly approaching and we are excited for the chance  

to have VBS this year! The date has been set, July 25th-29th, and we 
are praying that kids will come and volunteers will sign-up to help.   
The only way to make our VBS program happen is with the help of 

many people. There are a variety of ways to help and we have a spot 
for everyone. If you are available every evening, great!  If you can 

only help once or twice, that is just fine too! Whether you love 
interacting with kids or prefer to stay behind-the-scenes, we can find 
you the perfect way to serve. Sign-ups will be going up soon or you 

can talk to Kelsey about how you want to volunteer! Thank you!

Congratulations Graduates!

The following Lamar Christian Seniors


will graduate this month:

	 Zeus Gonzalez  		  Tacy Schmidt

	  Izzy Mumford	 	   Jade Sykes

	   Zane Rankin	        Brinden Williams



Women’s Morning Study


Kathy Stiles’ Women’s Wednesday 
morning group will not meet in the 

month of May. Options about 

meeting in June are being discussed. 

Watch the bulletin for updates.

Women’s Wednesday Evening Study

This group, led by Connie Akers, 


is currently doing a study called “Free 
Of Me” by Sharon Hodde Miller on 

Wednesday evenings from 6 - 7:30PM

They will continue through the summer 

if there is enough interest.


JOY Ministries

JOY is a women’s group that serves 

our church and our community in a 


variety of ways through monthly 

outreach projects. The next meeting


 is Friday, May 28th at 10AM 

in the Fellowship Hall.

Men’s Encounter is BACK!


Save the dates August 20 - 22 for 

Men’s Encounter in Wichita.


More info at a later date!

Contact Rick Akers with questions.


Cody
Over the past few weeks I have done a lot of things “for the last time” here in Lamar.  As I sit down to write 
my last newsletter article, I’m overcome with thankfulness from the last 6 years of ministry with our Lamar 
Christian Family.  I’m thankful for a church body that welcomed my family with open arms, helped up move 
all our belongings into a storage unit (and the Hammer’s garage when it didn’t all fit…thanks Andi!), and 
helped us move all those things into our house a few weeks later. I’m thankful for a church body that has 
loved us like family and allowed us to be a part of your lives for the last 6 years.  I’m thankful for parents 
that have trusted me with their students and partnered with me to help steer their kids toward Christ.  I’m 
thankful for a church leadership that has trusted me and allowed me to try new things that sometimes 
failed and supported me all along the way.  I’m thankful for all of the volunteers that made every ministry I 
was a part of possible…without volunteers serving according to their gifts, this church body would fail to 
exist.  I’m thankful for the worship teams that I served alongside and their example of worship on and off 
the stage.  I’m thankful for our students and the relationships I have been able to build with them…they 
have made this ministry a joy to be a part of (the majority of the time).  I’m thankful for Ian, Ray, Peggy, 
Rod/Julie, Kelsey, Luann, and Jimmy for making this an environment that I enjoyed coming to each day.   
I am extremely thankful for this church and this community and will truly miss you all! 
A few last bits of housekeeping: 
     -if you have students that want to go to camp/CIY and have not registered them…please do so ASAP.   
We do have some scholarship money available if there is need.  I would like to have all payments and 
paperwork in before I leave to ease the burden for those taking our students to camp. 
     -if you have already registered your students and are missing payments and paperwork, please try to 
get those into the church as soon as you can. 
     -if you have questions about what you are missing for camp or CIY, please contact Cody at the church 
(336-5343). 
     -we are still in need of a few adults who would be willing to take our students to middle school camp 
and CIY Move…here are the requirements: 
 *must have a love for students and willingness to help them grow in their walk with God 
 *must be over 21 yrs old with a valid drivers license, car insurance, & the ability to pass a 
background check 
 *must be available June 7-10 for MS Camp or June 27-July 1 for CIY 
 *ALL of your expenses are covered by the church while you are at these events 
     -Camp and CIY are two of my favorite weeks of the year!  I can tell you from experience that it would do 
YOU well to experience one or both along with our students.  Our students deserve/need loving adults to 
invest in them.  Please contact Cody if you have any questions.



Facility Update - We want to buy the house across 
the street, next to our current vehicle park. The 

house is being offered to us at quite a bit less than 
market value, and will eventually be taken down to 

enable us to build a steel structure to house the 
vehicles, handi-ramp production, and to provide 
space for indoor activities for youth and children.

The purchase price including later removal and 
asbestos abatement is expected to be around 

$70,000. The funds have come from giving that you 
have generously provided. We will have a meeting 
to discuss this purchase during the Sunday school 

hour on May 2nd, and the congregational vote

 will take place on Sunday, May 16th.

Staff Update - With Cody leaving us in a couple weeks, the leadership team have been busy searching for 
his replacement. This is not a great time to find a college graduate as they are all already hired pre-
graduation. Thus, we are searching for an experienced youth pastor to fill the job that Cody did so well. 
We have contacted numerous colleges and ministry search organizations and have already received ten 
applications that we will sift through. We want everyone to be in prayer that God leads us to the right 
person for our culture, community and ministry. The average tenure of a youth pastor in America is 1.5 
years! Our youth pastors have averaged 5.2 years!

We are aware that the search process may take a few months, so please be in prayer for us to connect 
with the next Y/P, and to get them on board as soon as possible. We also need you parents of teens to 
step forward and be willing to help in either the youth or children's ministry to support and encourage the 
leadership team who will run the ministry in the interim on a rotation basis.

Worship Pastor - Yes, we are searching for a W/P too. Why? Because over the past three months, Cody 
has been leading our worship ministry! This will be a part time position and may involve our next youth 
pastor or someone from the congregation who has the training, experience and ability to serve in this vital 
ministry. Again, college seniors are already hired, so we are in prayer that God will do something crazy to 
bring someone to Lamar to fill this position, as well as carry out other ministry work as needed.

The additions of staff will impact our budget considerably. Please pray about your ability to increase your 
monthly giving to make sure that we hire the best staff possible to continue our growth and spiritual 
impact in our county. If each individual/family giving unit were able to give an extra $50 a month, we 
would have enough to cover the additional costs.

Petersons - We want to thank the Petersons for 

their five years of ministry to our great youth. We


 are very, very sad to see them leave to join Cody's 
father in ministry in their home church in Nebraska, 

but we are praying that God will use Cody there

 in the worship ministry for His glory.


Cody and Meghan have had great impact in the life 
of your kids, and for that, we will ever be grateful. 

Please be in prayer that their home will sell-currently 
under offer, and that the transition for Cody and 

family will be smooth and blessed of God. They have 
been a superb family to work with in ministry, and we 
pray that God brings us another high quality Y/P who 
walks by faith, has a dynamic relationship with God, 
and great ministry skill and passion for youth. This


 is a tall order, but, we have a tall God!

News from Ian

Sermon Series - The summer sermon series will 
focus on 3:16 verses in the Old and New 

Testaments. I am looking forward to preparing 

these sermons to encourage and challenge our 

faith walk with God. If you have a favorite 3:16 

verse, please let Ian know and he will check it out 
as a possible verse for sermonating this summer. 
This series will be followed by a six week series 


on the book of Revelation. This will focus on living 
out our faith in difficult times, and on how to be 

forward focussed in bringing people to Jesus and 
influencing our culture in a positive way.


Following that series, we will change our focus to 
the book of Romans, written by Paul to the 
Christians in Rome, Italy in the first century. 


This eight week series, will again challenge and 
encourage our faithwalk with God, and challenge 

our evangelism of our county.

Handi-Ramps - Every year our ramp ministry team 
create several hand crafted, code built, personalized 
ramps for people of disability in our community. So 
far, they have built over 48 ramps!  Lamar Christian 
Church funds all of the ramps at no cost to the user. 

It costs about $1,200 per ramp. If you would like to 

help offset the costs as a mission gift, please 
designate your gift to ramp fund. This will relieve 

pressure from our regular benevolence funds.

Thank you Sam Tecklenburg and Chris Wilkinson for 
overseeing this great ministry year after year. They 
would also like more volunteers to help them build 

and install the ramps, so let us know if you can help 
them. Men, women, and senior higher's too!

New RO System - We have installed an 8 gallon RO system to better meet our drinking needs. 

The main faucets are water softened, which means salt! Thus, all water coming out of the faucets


 is salty. Please use the RO water for drinking. It will taste better and be healthier for you.



ASSIGNMENT 5/2/21 5/9/21 5/16/21 5/23/21 5/30/21

DEVOTION 
 LEADER - E

Rod Ausmus James Clevenger Rick Akers Monty Coen Mike Duffy

DEVOTION 
 LEADER - L Rod Ausmus Ken Montoya Joe Baca Scott Brase Mike Duffy 

SERVER IN  
CHARGE - E Bryan Herrera Lee Dowen Justin Homm Lee Dowen Monty Coen

SERVER IN  
CHARGE - L Norm Arends Ken Smartt Ken Montoya Norm Arends Brian Lauritsen

SHUT- IN  
COMM - 1
SHUT- IN  
COMM - 2

GREETERS - E Les Scriven Wanda Simmons Rod Ausmus John Lefferdink Deleta & Betty

GREETERS - L Pat Leonard Zeke Forbes Margaret Thompson Ken Smartt Glen Smith

COMMUNION 
PREP Peggy Fowler, Margaret Thompson & Alice Mauch

8:00 NURSERY 

9:15 NURSERY 

10:30 NURSERY

CHILDREN’S 
CHURCH

   TRADITIONAL > THURSDAYS @ 6:00PM  /  CONTEMPORARY > THURSDAYS @6:30PM

ASSIGNMENT: 5/2/21 5/9/21 5/16/21 5/23/21 5/30/21
DRUMS KEENAN ELOY KEENAN ELOY KEENAN
KEYBOARD KENNA JULIE MARAH KENNA JULIE

BASS DAVID DAVID ZACK RYLAN RYLAN
ELEC. GUITAR ROD A JORDAN ROD A GABE JOSH
GUITAR CODY ROD T MARIAH MARIAH ROD T
VOCAL CONNIE KATHY KATY TALA KATHY

VOCAL TIM JOY LYDIA CARISMA JOY
SOUND TECH BRIAN RORY KENNY RORY RORY
PROP 7 SHIANE JOAN PAT JOAN PAT

CAMERAS MARIAH DILLON PAT DILLON PAT
PIANO BARB BARB BARB BARB BARB
SOPRANO SHELBY SUSAN SHELBY SUSAN SHELBY

ALTO CHAR MELODY CHAR MELODY CHAR
TENOR TALARA JAMES TALARA JAMES TALARA
BASS JAMES RON RON RON RON

PROP 7 JASON AMY JUSTIN JASON AMY

CAMERAS AMBER TACY LAYTON AMBER TACY



Prayer Requested for: 
 Amber Herrera  
Karen Dashner 
Russ Hobden  

Roger Davidson 
Ryden Maldonado 

David Payne 
Stan Wertz 

Jayne Wilson 
Zeus Gonzalez 
Landyn Weeks 

Tiffany Whisenand 
Joe Baggett 

Gordon Guihen 
Austin Schroder

     May Birthdays & *Anniversaries 
1    Alice Baca 
      Joy Schultz 
      Rory O’Neill 
3    Keenan Thomas 
5    Don Colclazier 
6    Kory DeWitt 
      *Monty & Jana Coen 
8    Reygan Gibbs 
9    Garrett Wertz 
10  *Tress & Callie Gadash 
12  Nancy Scriven 
13  Sarah Ausmus 
      Emmett Homm 
      Misty Lopez 
14  Ezra Florez 
     Argie & Joan Thrall 
15  Linda Koehn 
16  *Pat & Ruby Leonard 
      

17   Bailee Penaflor 
      Dalton Harris 
18   Zane Rankin 
      Isabelle Mitchell 
      Imarie Rankin 
      Steve Wertz 
19   Sheila Campbell 
       Dave Tecklenburg 
20   Shane Dashner 
21   Argie Thrall 
22   *David & Barbara Scriven 
23   Janet Adams 
26   Ty Piner 
27   Jeff Hobden 
29   Janice England 
       *Justin & Shelby Homm 
30    Alice Thomas 
31    Bryan Herrera 
        Tucker Hobden 
        *Bo & Marah BraseOur Sympathy for 

Loss of a Loved One 
Susan Perkins passed 

away on April 16th

Congratulations On 
 Your Baptism! 

Sierra Buxton 
was Baptized on 

April 11th 

Kim Woodward 
was Baptized n  

April 27th

In Memory ~ of:  Theron Hammer 
                                Susan Perkins 

                                    from:  Senior Saints

Mission News

Rapha House Ministry - Thank you for your generous gifts to Rapha 
House! The presentation was superb and influenced many that heard 
it. Several of you have become regular supporters of the mission and 
that is highly encouraged. The collection of RH on 4/18 was $4014!

Camp Como - Again, we were blessed to have Jud with us in March 
to preach and to talk about Camp Como and all of the changes going 
on there. You gave generously for the camp on 3/28 - $1794! Thank 
you again for your missional hearts!

Thank You all for your prayers for my mom, Susan Perkins, and the rest of my family. She has been 
on our prayer list since 2016, but her battle with cancer lasted 7 years. In that time, I have been 
blessed with encouragement, help from my co-workers, patience ~ as I have missed a significant 
amount of work, and so so many loving expressions of support that made it possible for me to do my 
part in the greatest honor of my life. My sisters & I were able to help my dad care for my mom until 
the good Lord took her home. I have asked myself many times how people get through the hard 
trials of this life without God and church family?? I’m so very glad I did not have to find that out. 
Love to you all.  Luann 

*Ian is doing a Graveside service for my mom on Saturday, May 8th at 11:00AM  
at Fairmount Cemetery. Anyone that would like to attend is welcome.



Lamar Christian Church 
811 South Main Street 

Lamar, CO  81052 
(719)336-5343

Return Service Requestedwww.lamarchristian.info

Senior Saints met at 5:00 P.M. on Monday, April 19, 2021 in the fellowship hall with the following in attendance: Judy 
Weber, Alice Mauch, Keith Clark, Ed DePiesse, Deleta Dowen, Ron Clausen, new member Joe Baggett, Dorothy Comer, 
Les & Nancy Scriven, Wayne Albin, Lois Black, Don Colclazier, and Betty Clark. Good turnout - we welcomed Joe Baggett 
and were glad he came. It was good to have Judy back. Glad that we didn’t scare Dorothy Comer and Lois Black away 
last month. Also, Wayne hasn’t been with us for a while - good to have him back. Ed called Tiny and she wasn’t feeling 
well and didn’t want to get out in the cold wind. It was COLD and windy but we made it. It was warm inside. Thank you 
Jimmy for setting up our tables and chairs. We do appreciate you. After getting things ready we settled down and Ron 
offered our blessing. We let Joe go first - told him we would be good to him tonight but next month he would be on his own 
- he laughed and said that would be OK. Keith brought homemade vanilla ice cream and we sent a bowl home with our 
sweet Luann. Then we chowed down - Yum Yum! Lots of good stuff brought in. We visited during supper and enjoyed 
being together again. Shortly after eating, Ed gave a good devotion about gratefulness. That’s one thing we all need to 
remember to do. Thank you Ed. Wayne will give devotions next month. We lost another Senior Saint - Luann’s sweet 
mother Susan Perkins went to be with her Lord. She was a very sweet lady. She also was Bev Hazel’s sister-in-law. We 
signed sympathy cards for Luann & Bev. We also signed a get well card for Nancy Scriven. That sweet little lady took a 
bad fall and got a concussion. She’s doing better now -Thank you Lord. Keep these people in your prayers.  
One thing I want to bring up - Luann got a card in the mail to Senior Saints - she gave it to me - when I opened it there 
was a beautiful handmade card with a fan showing some money. When I pulled the fan out it was a fifty dollar bill. It was 
signed ?? - So ?? Thank you very much! Our Senior Saints stepped up to the plate and our kitty is in good shape now. 
Thank you! 
We had 3 tables of Round-a-bout. One table was Keith, Wayne, Les & Nancy. Wayne and Nancy won both games there. 
The second table was Joe, Ronnie, Dorothy, Judy and Lois. Dorothy won one and Ronnie won one. At the last table it was 
Ed, Alice, Deleta and Betty. Ed and Alice won both games and we didn’t hear the end of it. HaHa. They just BARELY won. 
Oh, we had fun! Nancy wants me to thank everybody for their prayers and concern for her. She appreciated everything 
people did for her. We played two games at each table and about 7:00 P.M. we packed up and went home. Some stayed 
until we all could leave together. Everybody is concerned about everyone else. That’s wonderful!!!! 
Our next Senior Saints meeting will be Monday, May 17, 2021 starting at 5:00 P.M. We welcome anybody who wants to 
come. We are a crazy bunch of seniors but we KNOW you would fit right in. Just bring something to share and we 
guarantee you will have a good supper and lots of fun, or we will refund your money. HAHA! 
Keep our leaders in your prayers. Our sweet Cody and his lovely family are moving to Cody’s home church. They will be 
closer to family. Oh, how we hate to lose them, but we wish them well. Our Elders and Board will be looking for Cody’s 
replacement. It will be a hard job to replace that little man, but God will take charge I am sure. Keep Cody and family in 
your prayers for a safe and good move.  
Well I have rattled on and on - best that I close off and get this to Luann.  
Nuff for now, 

Betty Clark, Reporter

WORSHIP SERVICES: 
8:00AM - Blended 

10:30AM - Contemporary 
Sunday School - 9:15AM 

Children’s Church - 10:30AM

SENIOR SAINTS 
The purpose of the senior adult ministry of Lamar Christian Church is to share in Christian fellowship and 

 encourage each other in spiritual growth, while striving to be a blessing to the church and community.




